Japanese 100b: Kakitsubata #L35
INTRODUCTION:

Underlying the Noh play Kakitsubata is the medieval understanding of Ise monogatari

(85478 (Tales of Ise) which assumed that the mukashi otoko & 5 (the man of old)
mentioned at the beginning of many episodes was in fact the poet Ariwara no Narihira.
Kakitsubata focuses on the supposed relationship that Ariwara no Narihira had with Fujiwara

Takako (or Takaiko) % F-(842-910), better known as Nij6 no Kisaki — 4%/ (the
Empress of the Second Ward). Takako was the niece and adopted daughter of the first

Fujiwara regent, Yoshifusa, and at age 24 became the junior consort (Zc#lnyégo) of Emperor

Seiwa. Headnotes and interpolated comments to kofobagakiF# & (prose introductions) in
Kokinsh and Ise monogatari were the initial sources; by the late Heian period the basic

"facts" of the story were understood as follows. In dan (Btepisode) 1 Narihira goes through
his coming of age ceremony (genpuku), wearing a courtier's cap (kamuri or kaburi) for the
first time. He then sets off to go hunting on his estate in Kasuga, where he has his first erotic
dalliance with a pair of beautiful sisters. By dan 5 he is in the midst of his affair with Takako:
we are told that that at a time when Takako was not yet the consort of Seiwa and was living
with her aunt (the Empress of the Fifth Ward, Fujiwara Junshi), Narihira took to visiting her
through a break in the house's earthen wall. In dan 6 he abducted her, but her two brothers
Mototsune and Kunitsune came after them, and took her back. In dan 4, Narihira laments his
lost love with the poem "tsuki ya aranu," and in dan 7, Narihira decides "to travel to the
Eastern provinces because living in the capital has become painful" (RiZ & Y bTHEIC V&
i} % 1Z kyd in ariwabite Azuma ni ikikeru ni).

This "self-exile" in the company of a few close friends was understood quite early on in
the history of the reception of Ise monogatari to have been undertaken because he was in
disgrace with the powerful Fujiwara family. After traveling along the beach between Ise and
Owari (dan 7), and past Asama Mountain in Shinano province (dan 8), in dan 9 Narihira
arrives at Yatsuhashi J\#(Eight Bridges) in Mikawa =i (Three Rivers) Province.

It is here that the story that forms the background for the Noh play Kakitsubata takes
place. Inspired by the beauty of the kakitsubata blooming in the marsh beneath the bridges,
Narihira composes a poem of longing for Takako, left far behind in Kyoto. In the play, the
spirit of the kakitsubata iris appears to a travelling priest. She does so in order to tell the story
of how Narihira composed the poem (to keep his memory alive) as well as to get help from
the priest with a passionate attachment that is keeping her from achieving enlightenment.

As if the interwoven stories of the kakitsubata and Takako were not complex enough,
Kakitsubata adds yet another dimension to the story, an allegorical and religious dimension
that has its source in secret allegorical commentaries (kochil) on Ise monogatari that were
developed in the Kamakura period. Ise monogatari's episodic structure left a number of



2
gaping holes in the romantic narrative of Narihira and Takako. Besides attaching specific
names to the generic "man" and "woman" in each episode, and elaborating specific details to
fill in gaps in the narrative structure, commentaries such as Gyokuden Jjinpi maki (and its
variant text Ise monogatari engi), Ise monogatari zuiné and Waka chikenshii went a step
further, turning Ise monogatari into a complex religious allegory by interpreting Narihira's
role as poet and lover in terms of the honji suijaku Z< #1355 theory of hypostasis that kami
were "manifest traces" (suijaku) of Buddhist deities who formed their "original ground"
(honji).

According to honji suijaku theory, the Buddhist deities took the form of kami
to prepare the Japanese so that they would be ready when the more advanced teachings of
Buddhism entered Japan. Commentaries such as Waka chikenshi, strongly influenced by this
kind of Shinto-Buddhist syncretism, employed honji suijaku theory to argue that the honji
form of Narihira was the Bodhisattva of Song and Dance (Kabu no Bosatsu), whose poetry
has the efficacy of sutras. In his suijaku form he was identified as the Kami of Yin/Y ang
(Inyd no Kami, the Kami of Harmonious Union), whose goal was to help those caught in the
trap of earthly passions through enlightened sex. And ultimately Narihira was understood as
none other than Dainichi Nyorai, the central Buddha in Shingon, the embodiment of the
Absolute Reality (shinnyo, also translated as True Thusness) of the universe. The widespread
medieval understanding of the ninth-century poet Narihira as actually a Buddhist/Shinto deity
incarnate is central to any historicized understanding of Kakitsubata, which interweaves the
story of the secular Narihira's rise and fall, with phrases and interpretations taken from secret
allegorical commentaries that reveal Narihira's sacred nature as kami-bodhisattva-buddha.
This dual portrait of Narihira as both secular and sacred is then woven into the third narrative
strand mentioned previously: the passionate attachment and search for enlightenment of a
kakitsubata iris.

LINES:

You are responsible for the grammar/meaning of the following lines:

p. 259 [4-6]

p. 259 [10], 260 [1-2]

p- 260 [6-9]

p. 261 [4-13]

p- 262 [10-14]

p. 263 [8-13]

p. 265 [2-14]

P- 266 [1-6] (concentrate on the kakekotoba links).

Make sure that you read the English translation of the lines that you aren't responsible for.
Think about what the answers might be to the thematic questions below. AND READ THE
FOOTNOTES IN THE TRANSLATION -- THEY WILL BE VERY HELPFUL IN
UNDERSTANDING WHAT IS GOING ON!



KEY WORDS:

7% R. katami -- a lover's memento; literally, "visible form." In other words a

substitution for the absent lover who you still desire; often becomes an displaced
object of passionate obsession.

4 iro -- color, passion, sexual allure; in Buddhist terms, it refers to the material

qualities of things (what we sense) which often ensnare us into attachment to this
world.

%k murasaki -- literally reddish-purple color; through allusions to poetry and Genji
monogatari it also signifies a passionate wife/lover. See also footnote 5.

iL> kokoro —
1) In Buddhist terms, refers to the mind, or consciousness. To be kokoro nashi
is to be insentient, to have no mental consciousness.
2) In aesthetic terms, to have kokoro is to have aesthetic sensitivity; to be
kokoro nashi is to have no aesthetic taste.
3) The meaning of something. X & V)&.{» {XY C§ = The meaning of X is Y.
In poetry, used to indicate semantic meaning as compared to diction (kotoba 5

),
4) the spirit or essence of something (eg. FRDLr, FD.L)

#& yukari/en -- literally, "link" or "association”; to have an “en” or “yukari” to
something is to be related in some way, whether by resemblance, affinity, blood, or
marriage.
1) In Buddhist terms:
a) the fact that all things are interdependent and therefore "linked"
b) the "link" to Buddhism (or to a specific Bodhisattva) that the
individual uses to grasp enlightenment.
2) In literary terms:
a) associations based on resemblance (#&F&engo), used to construct

linked imagery in poems, especially in ;& Hkrenga.

BF ato —A key word that in Noh functions to connect ruins with history. Aro
originally meant the mark left behind by a passing person, animal, or object (a
compression in the sand, footprint, track, trail, the wake of boat). From this sense of
"something left in passing" it came to mean the traces left after someone or something
had "passed away" (ruins, remains). In Noh plays ato is strongly tied to a particular
understanding of historical time: how the past and present are interconnected through
traces (physical ruins, poetry, marks of passionate attachment) which incite/become



sites for the reenactment of the past. The fading of memory, both individual and
collective, is given inordinate emphasis in Noh: ato is often used to refer to the ruins
of some historical site haunted by the shite because it marks some important event in
their mortal lives that they cannot forget. As a ruin, it physically embodies the law of
irreversible decline, it lingers on in the present, paradoxically, as a marker of
irredeemable/irretrievable loss. When the shite appears at this site, it is often in an
attempt to bring some important event of the past back to life, to revitalize a memory
that is becoming ever more distant both in time and emotion.

ATERIN hongaku shinnyd; “Originally Enlightened Absolute Reality.” Hongaku
refers to the idea that we are all innately (originally) enlightened, but lose that
enlightenment when we are born into the material world where ignorance clouds our
minds. Because of this original enlightenment, we are all potential Buddhas, but we
have to practice Buddhist discipline to reacquire that enlightenment in this lifetime.
Narihira, however, as a Bodhisattva incarnate retains his original enlightenment even
in this material world.

THEMATIC QUESTIONS:

1) p. 259 [4-6] How does the opening travel poem function structurally (i.e. why are
the names of places like Mino and Owari punned on here?). How is this priest's
journey similar to Narihira's? What issues are raised about transience and the body
which come up later? How do the themes of this poem relate to the "Tsuki ya aranu”
poem?

2) p. 259 [10], 260 [1-2] The priest notes here that the flower is kokoro nashi but never
forgets the time for her color. He then personifies her with the epithet "pretty faces."
How does this set up the Kakitsubata's entrance?

3) p. 260 [6-9] Why does the Kakitsubata warn the priest not to compare her to other
flowers? Why is she so special? What is ironic about her accusing him of being kokoro
nashi?

4) p. 261 [4-7] After Narihira leaves Yatsuhashi, to whom do his thoughts always
return? How does this compare to the "karakoromo" poem? Does this seem odd to
you?

[7-10] How is a parallel constructed (through kakekotoba pivots) between the
kakitsubata's color and Narihira's poetry?

[11-13] What is the underlying allegorical meaning of this line -- i.e. what is
Yatsuhashi understood to stand for?.

5) p. 262 [10-14] See footnote 14 for the original poem. Note the parallel between the



woman poet (who became a kakitsubata) and Narihira as the Bodhisattva of Song

and Dance (5} % >3 §EKabu no Bosatsu) who became human. What do each leave
behind? What does the katami left by the house signify? What does Narihira's poetry
signify?

6) p. 263 [1-13] How is the Bodhisattva Narihira's path from the Capital of Tranquil
Light parallel to the "real" Narihira's path? How are both paths identified as "sexual"
in lines 11-13?

7) p. 264 [1-10] You aren't responsible for this in the Japanese, but in the English, how
do the natural images of rising and falling reflect Narihira's changing fortunes in life?

8) p. 264 [11-14] Why does Narihira think of his wife when he sees the Kakitsubata
(and therefore write the poem)? According to the Kakitsubata what is the most
important story in Ise monogatari?

9) p. 265 [1-9] If the names and events have been disguised in Ise monogatari, what is
the hidden truth? I.e. what is Narihira's true nature? What does he promise to all those
women who have been "linked" to him through sex? How does this new revelation
about Narihira change the meaning of the "tsuki ya aranu" poem?

10) p. 265 [11-14], p. 266 [1-6] The poem that was quoted partially on p. 262 is now
given in full, albeit with a change in the last line (see also footnote 14). What seems to
be the main theme of the completed "ue-okishi" poem? After line 12, how is this
theme contradicted? Note that ayame is another kind of purple iris. How is the relation
between two purple flowers (ayame-and-the Kakitsubata)-now described?-In-the final
lines, what happens to the karakoromo and the Kakitsubata's purple color? What
might this signal in relation to her enlightenment?



KAKITSUBATA FOOTNOTES:

1. [p. 259, line 2] Rakuyb: the Japanese name for an ancient Chinese capital. Here it used
metaphorically to mean Kyoto.

2. [p. 259, line 5] Ukine no mi no owari; ukine can mean both "sad sleep” and "floating
weed"; mi no owari indicates both "the body's end/ one's fate" and "Mino, Owari" two
provinces in what are now Gifu and Aichi prefectures.

3. [p. 259, line 5] Mikawa (Three Rivers) is in the Eastern part of Aichi prefecture.

4. [p. 260, line 7) Hitoshio (one dip) is a term used in dyeing; here with komurasaki (deep
purple) it literally means "a purple one dip deeper."

3. [p. 260, lines 7-8] See the meanings of murasaki and Yukari under “key words’ in the
introduction. Murasaki, the color purple as well as the plant used to make purple dye,
conventionally stands for relationships (yukari) because of poems 867 and 868 in the
Kokinshid: murasaki no/ hitomoto yue ni/ Musashino no/ kusa wa minagara/ aware tozo
miru (Because of that single stalk of purple, all the other grasses on the plain of Musashi
seem much more dear) and murasaki no/ iro koki toki wa/ me mo haru ni/ no naru kusaki zo/
wakarezarikeru (When the murasaki's hue is strong and deep, one can distinguish no other
plant on the vast plain). The latter poem is attributed to Narihira, and appears in dan 41 with
a headnote to the effect that Narihira's wife's sister had torn her husband's robe, and Narihira
sent the poem to accompany a replacement. In the medieval commentaries, the approximate
meaning of both poems was taken to be, "When the wife's passion (the murasaki's-color)-is
strong and deep, one looks on her relatives (vukari) with affection as well." According to
various medieval commentaries, as well as the Muromachi renga handbook, Renga yoriai
(Renga Linking), it was from these two poems that purple (murasaki) came to be the color
associated with relationships (yukari). Here, however, the usual association is being denied:
because the kakitsubata's purple color is so deep, it is not to be thought of as related to other
ordinary flowers.

6. [p. 260, lines 11-14, p.261, lines 1-2] This story and the poem are taken from dan 9 of
Ise monogatari. The poem is also in the Kokinshfi (410), where Ariwara no Narihira is
given as the author. Narihira (825-880) was a famous poet, who became a much
romanticized figure because he was popularly identified as "the man of 0ld" in most of the
Ise monogatari episodes. In dan 9 he leaves the capital, presumably in disgrace after having
attempted to abduct his illicit lover Fujiwara Takako (842-910), who later became the
consort of Emperor Seiwa. See intro to Kakitsubata and bio of Narihira in poetry section.

7. [p. 261, line 5] Kokoro no oku fukaki means both "deep into the heart(land) of the
North" and "with a deeply hidden heart.” The latter hints that Narihira's travels had deeper
allegorical meaning. According to dan 14 and 15 in Ise monogatari, Narihira traveled on to
Michinoku after leaving Eight Bridges.



8.[p. 261, lines 6-7) Toriwaki kokoro no sue kakete omohiwatarishi yatsuhashi: puns on
kakete: meaning "to hang (one's heart on)," and, in relation to the bridge, "to span"; and
~watarishi."(to think about) over a long period of time" and "o cross (the bridge).”

9. [p. 261, lines 7-8] The last two lines of the "karakoromo" poem. Omofis has been changed
to omohi in order to create a pivot into omohi no iro (the color of passionate
thoughts/yearning). Note the puns on Narihira (line 8) and Ariwara (line10); how do they
help link the kakitsubata to Narihira?

10. [p. 261, line 10] Ato na hedate so, kakitsubata: hedate (to screen off, stand between,
estrange) is related to kaki (fence) hidden in kakitsubata. This line should be taken as a
negative imperative (Do not do X to the ato, these Kakitsubata).

11.[p. 261, line 11] This simile of Narihira's divided thoughts points to the interpretation
given in Reizeikeryli Ise monogatarishé that Yatsuhashi (Eight Bridges) stood for the eight
women whom Narihira could never bring himself to abandon and Mikawa (Three Rivers)
represents the three women Narihira truly loved.

12. [p. 261, line 12] Narenuru ("to become familiar, soft from wearing") combined with
kokoro (whose similarity of sound with koromo is played on throughout the play) here
provides a gentle reminder of the "karakoromo" poem.

13. [p. 262, line 8] The gosechi dances were performed at the imperial banquet after the
autumn harvest ceremony. Although usually performed by young girls, the Muromachi
commentary Ise monogatari nangichi claims that Narihira was one of the dancers: "In the
past, at the time of the gosechi dance for an abundant harvest, Narihira performed as one of
the dancers, wearing a robe printed with moss fern (shinobuzuri no omi no koromo). In the
midst of the dance...he dropped his dancing comb. Nij6 no Kisaki saw this, and had

~someone-replace it {in his hair]." This anecdote is used to explaiit how the shéltered Takako
came to be attracted to Narihira, Katagiri, Ise monogatari no kenkyi (shiryéhen), p. 466.

14. [p. 262, lines 10-12] Ue okishi mukashi no Yyado no kakitsubata: the quotation is a
variation on the first three lines of Gosenshi 160 by Yoshimine no Yoshikata (d.947), sent
to Fujiwara no Katsumi: Jisomeshi/ mukashi no Yado no/ kakitsubata/ iro bakari koso/
katami narikere (Our first meeting at that house of old: the fence of iris, its color alone
remains as a reminder). Reizeikeryt Ise monogatarishd quotes Gosenshii 160 as part of an
explanation for how the kakitsubata came to be used as a memento; in the commentary the
first line is given as ue okishi (planted and left) rather than ii someshi. There is a reply poem
In Setsugyokushii (a personal poetry collection by Sanjonishi Sanekata, 1455-1537):
mukashi no/ iro ni idezu wa/ sore to miji/ itodo hedatsuru/ yado no mukashi o (If this purple
color no longer bloomed forth, you'd not remember, and more and more estranged from the
house of old you'd become). The reply poem has a headnote that says the poem was recited
by a woman in a dream, and an afternote that claims the woman became a kakitsubata.

15. [p. 262, line 12] Kabu no Bosatsu: according to the Kunaichd Waka Chikensha,
Narihira was a Bodhisattva of Song and Dance, as well as an incarnation of the Batd
Kannon (F5ZR#1E Horse-headed Kannon). Katagiri, Ise monogatari no kenkyii



(shiryéhen), p. 108. Frits Vos, following Takazaki Masahide, suggests that the first
designation came about through an association of Ariwara the Middle Captain (Ariwara no
Chajo)-with a gongen (temporary manifestation of a Bodhisativa) called "Ariy{i no Chdj6,"
who was worshipped in the Kamakura period and earlier. Narihira's association with the
Horse-headed Kannon came about because one of his other positions was the "Head (e,
director) of (the Bureau of) Horses" (uma no kami & (DFE), a designation that easily became
Batd S8R, or "Horse-headed." See Vos, Vol I, pp. 103-104.

16. [p. 262, lines 12-14] The conventional associations (engo) of koto no ha (& D&

word-leaf, word, poetry) include sémoku (trees and grasses), fsuyu no megumi (the dew of
mercy), and bukka (the Buddhist fruit, i.e., enlightenment).

17. [p. 263, line 1] Masse (degenerate age): equivalent to mappd, "The Period of the
Decline of the Dharma." A reference to the notion that for a 1000 years after the Buddha's
death, people would be able to both understand and practice his teaching (The Period of the
True Law); for the next 1000 years people would be able to understand but not practice (The
Period of the Imitative Law); in the final period (which according to popular belief had
begun in 1052 AD), people would not be able to understand or practice. This age of the
"Decline of the Dharma" (mappd) was to last 10,000 years, until the Myukariku (future)
Buddha came.

18. [p. 263, line 11-12] Somo somo kono monogatari wa ikanaru hito no nanigoto ni yotte
omohi no tsuyu Shinobu yama: this line is based in part on a phrase from the medieval
commentary Kunaichd Waka Chikenshit: "somo somo mazu kono monogatari wa
ikanarikeru hito no nanigoto o sen toshite kakitarikeru mono zo" (Now, to begin with, who
was it that wrote this story, and why did they write it?" Katagiri, Ise monogatari no kenkyii
(Shirydhen), p. 105.

19. [p. 263, line 12] Omohi no tsuyu: literally "the dew of passion,” a standard epithet
playing on the similarity of tears and dew. The entire section from “Shinobu yama’ to
“michi,” alludes to the first 2 1/2 lines of a poem found in dan 15 of Ise monogatari:
Shinobu yama/ shinobite kayé/ michi mo gana/hito no kokoro no/ oku mo mirubeku
(Would there were a way to travel unobserved, secret as Mount Shinobu's name, for then
your innermost heart I should see). The name of the province Michinoku is hidden in the last
three lines. Translation modified from McCullough, Tales of Ise, p. 80.

20. [p. 263, line 14] This is an exact quotation of the opening lines of the first dan of Ise
monogatari, Teika version: mukashi otoko wikamuri shite Nara no kyé Kasuga no sato ni
Shiru yoshi shite kari ni inikeri. Uikamuri literally means, "putting on the head for the first
time." It refers to the coming-of-age ceremony for boys, genpuku, which occurred sometime
between ages 10-15. The boy's hair was cut and tied in a topknot, a court cap (kamuri) was
placed on his head, and he changed into adult clothes for the first time. From this point he
was eligible for marriage. See McCullough, Tale of Flowering Fortunes, pp. 372-373, note
13. Kasuga (Spring Day) village was probably at the foot of Mount Kasuga in Nara, near the
present Kasuganomura (see Vos, Vol. II, p. 65).

21. [p. 264, line 1] Emperor Ninmy® reigned from 833 through 850. The next few lines



are based on Reizeikeryti Ise monogatarishé: "In his 16th year, the second day of the third
month of the 14th year of the Showa reign, he had his coming of age ceremony at Ninmy®'s
palace...on-the third day he was-sent-as an imperial envoy to the Kasuga Festival" (Katagiri,
Ise monogatari no kenkyi (shiryéhen), pp. 293-4). According to McCullough (Tale of
Flowering Fortunes, p. 400, note 45, and Tales of Ise, pp. 223-224), the Kasuga Festival
was held twice a year, on the first day of the monkey in the 2nd and 11th months. The
Kasuga Shrine was a tutelary shrine of the powerful Fujiwara family, located at the foot of
Mt. Mikasa. It featured an imperial messenger or envoy who was usually a Fujiwara Middle
Captain. Since the festival wasn't started until around 850, it is highly unlikely that the
historical Narihira actually participated as a messenger - 850 was the last year of Emperor
Ninmy$'s reign, and Narihira would have been about 25 years old. It seems likely that the
author of the commentary chose to send Narihira to this festival because the messenger was

often a Middle Captain, and because Kasuga village was mentioned in the opening dan of
Ise monogatari.

22. [p. 264, lines 6-8) Ise monogatari dan 7, Gosenshil 1353, by Narihira. The lines
introducing the poem are a combination of the headnotes for dan 7 and 8 in Ise monogatari.
In the Noh version, sugiyuki (passing by) is replaced by suginishi (left behind). This change
enables ifodoshiku ("more and more") to apply to both suginishi (further and further left
behind), and to koisiki ni (more and more deeply yearning).

23. [p. 264, lines 9-11] Ise monogatari, dan 8; Shin Kokinshi 903 by Narihira. Mount
Asama is a still active volcano on the border of what is now Nagano and Gumma
prefectures. Mitogamu, a difficult word, is now generally taken to mean "be in awe of,
wonder at, appreciate." Reizeikeryfi Ise monogatarishd, however, took mitogamu to mean
"criticize" and interpreted the poem to mean, "My wretched love that burns like the smoke
rising from Asama Peak in Shinano, why should people near and far criticize me for it?"
Katagiri, Ise monogatari no kenkyii (shiryhen), pp. 306-8.

24. [p. 264, line 11] Nao harubaru no tabigoromo: another reworking of the
"karakoromo" poem.

25. [p. 265, line 1] Hito matsu onna: from Ise monogatari, dan 17. Both Waka Chikenshii
and Reizeikeryfl Ise monogatarishé took this episode to refer to Ki no Aritsune's daughter,
who was supposed to have been Narihira's wife. Katagiri, Ise monogatari no kenkyi
(shiry6hen), pp. 157-8, 238, 324-6. Because one of the poems in dan 17 refers to "cherry
blossoms that have waited for one who comes but rarely in the year," she was given the
nickname, "the woman who waits for her love." In the issei section of the Noh play zutsu,
the shite (Ki no Aritsune's daughter) identifies herself by this epithet.

26. [p. 265, line 1] Mono no yami: from Ise monogatari, dan 45. See note 28 below.

27. [p. 265, line 1] Tamasudare: from Ise monogatari, dan 64. Tama (jewel) leads to
hikari (light) which in turn leads to the fireflies (hotaru) and the firefly poem.

28. [p. 265, lines 2-3] From Ise monogatari, dan 45; Gosenshii 252 attributed to Narihira.
Variation on a poem from Ise monogatari, dan 45; Gosenshii 252, attributed to Narihira.



Yuku hotaru/ kumo no ue made/ inubeku wa/ akikaze fuku to/ kari ni tsugekose (flying
fireflies, if you intend to go above the clouds, of autumn breezes blowing tell the wild

-geese), According to the-fse-monogatari headnote, "a certain man" composed this poem
after hearing that a young girl had died of unrequited love for him. The wild geese, which in
Japan leave in the spring and return in the autumn, are here used as a metaphor for the
young girl, who has departed in the springtime of her life. The poem indicates Narihira's
wish that, like the geese, she might return again now that it is autumn.

29. [p. 265, lines 3-4] From the Kariya Ise monogatari zuiné, in Yoshizawa, ed., Mikan
kokubun kochilshaku taikei, vol. 8, p. 428. According to Ise monogatari zuiné the poem was
composed by Narihira to comfort Ki no Aritsune's daughter as she lay weeping beside his
deathbed. The poem in full: shiru ya kimi/ ware ni narenurw/ yo no hito no/ kuraki ni
Yyukanw/ tayori aritowa" (Don't you know, my love, of my pledge that those in the world
who have been intimate with me will not go onto darkness?). In the Zuing context, the poem
assures Ki no Aritsune's daughter that because she has had sexual relations with Narihira,
the first human patriarch of the tantric sect of I-se, she has achieved a “link” to a bodhisattva
and enlightenment. In the context of the play, the poem serves as an introduction to the idea
of Narihira as both the Kami of Harmonious Love (in'y6 no kami) and an embodiment of
Dainichi Nyorai.

30. [p. 265, line 4] Ariake no hikari amaneki tsuki (dawn's all-enlightening moon) pivots
on fsuki into a full quotation of Narihira's famous poem from dan 4 in Ise monogatari;
Kokinshii 747, attributed to Narihira.

31. [p. 265, lines 8-9] A poem from the Chinese poetry collection Hyakuren shokai.

32. [p. 265, line 12] Iro bakari koso mukashi narikere: a variation on the last two lines of
the poem mentioned in note 14 above.

33. [p. 265, lines 13] The Man of Old is associated with the flowering orange tree
(hanatachibana) in dan 60 of Ise monogatari; Kokinshii 139. Satsuki matsw/ hanatachibana
no/ ka o kageba/ mukashi no hito no/ sode no ka zo suru (The scent of flowering orange,
whose blossoms await May to bloom, reminds me of the perfumed sleeves of a love of long
ago.) A similar poem is to be found in Shin Kokinshit (#7?): Hototogisw/ hanatachibana no/
ka o tomete/ naku wa mukashi no/ hito ya koishiki (Hototogisu, seeking the fragrance of the
flowering orange, is it for a love of long ago that you cry?). The phrase na o fomete (retains
the name) in the Noh play probably plays on ka o fomete (seeking the fragrance) from this
second poem.

34. [p. 265, line 14] Niohi utsuru: utsury means "to mingle" and "to fade, to change" and
is an engo for nioi (fragrance, lustrous color). These lines are an allusion to Ki no
Tsurayuki's comment in the kana preface to the Kokinshii: "The poetry of Ariwara no
Narihira tries to express too much content (kokoro) in too few words (kotoba). It resembles
a faded flower with a lingering fragrance.” McCollough, trans., Kokin Wakashi, p. 7.

35. [p- 265, line 14] Ayame no kazura: the Ayame Festival (also called Tango no
Gosechi, the modern "Boy's Day") was celebrated on the fifth day of the fifth month. In



order to ward off diseases likely to strike in the hot weather season, the aromatic leaves and
roots of the ayame were used in a variety of ways, including as hair ornaments (kazura) for
women, and stuck in the caps of men. From this custom, ayame came to have arenga
association with kazura.

36. [p. 266, line 2] Semi (cicada) leads to kara ( "shell" and "empty"); kara is in turn used
as a pivot into karakoromo (the Cathay robe). The cicada's empty shell was seen as a
symbol of transience.

37. [p. 266, line 4] Asamurasaki: this mention of pale purple brings the list of white images
to an end. Purple clouds are said to transport Amida Buddha as he comes to welcome souls to
his Pure Land Paradise.

38. [p. 266, lines 5-6] An allusion to a popular Buddhist psalm: "When one Buddha attains
the Way and contemplates the realm of the Buddhist Law (Dharma), the grasses and trees and
land will all become Buddha."






hE&DIET

(Verbs in RY) HE  Kakitsubata * B Kakekotoba
AR N name announcement segment (in prose)

IR -~ every country

e 1k a look

Fé monk

EU (4) polite verbal; tobe=MJ H Y ¥4, 380 E+

S the capital

%E‘ﬁ a Chinese derived name for the capital

%‘}l;'):;._ famous places

*IEE]? old ruins, remains

;if n (4) to remain

OEE:O 0 (4) polite verbal; to serve; to do; to say

b Eastern provinces

%"E‘ﬁ pilgrimage; trip

Al Y
&L (4)

set your heart on; desire; see list of key words fori»

(1) p. 259 (4-6)
r _’E | j_ﬁ = ageuta —- poetic meter chanted in a higher register (here describes the
! waki’s travel)
F evening
~
> 2 b G lit. temporary pillows (see other meanings in photocopy of the
Iwanami Kogo Jiten 8 ¥ v 35%% i dictionary entry):
)
)
> %‘E’ lodging; inn (see photocopy of dictionary for other meanings)
Lw< @ posting station; inn along a main road
> 15

@ constellation (£ seiza, B75 seishuku)

related words: 75 t#:sukuse, shukuse (previous existence)
&1t R shukuse innen (karma)

f&f_shukumei (fate)




& oIk

NI

(Verbs in RY) H:# Kakitsubata * % Kakekotoba
many, often
HET _
o _
i3 Y (4) to change
Bz
M T (shiku adj) tleane
>k FEx(4) to float, drift (see photocopy of dictionary)
> kX *’E drifting root (see photocopy of dictionary)

bk BEE (Fo)

to sleep (see photocopy of dictionary)

> ﬁ L (ku adj.)

to be sad (see photocopy of dictionary)

* E'a)js;i ) the fate (end) of the self / body
“ %?% )%?E place names
%3% place name (Three Rivers)
%% (4) to arrive
[F &%y 7| arrival speech
%éﬁ' (4) quickly; in a hurry
Bo (q) polite verbal; tobe=MJ % D EF. B0 ET
B2 L (kuad)) no time at all
N 77 this X here, —HCH5. =D
Rl edge of the marsh
g a kind of iris
N right now
)fa‘g D (4) to bloom
ﬁi (T2) canbeseen (RHZLBTx3B)
17% 5 % ) move closer
E;E » (F) take a good look; gaze at




hE O~

° 2Ly NP Y §

(Verbs in RY) ¥  Kakitsubata * H% Kakekotoba
i B

(2) p- 259—(1 0), 260—(‘1:2)' Lookupwotds in dictionary from hére to nmond (p. 260 line 3)

| M43 prose narration

|

| SHEVL | literally, light and dark; here, days and nights N

| i
1 |
, B
| -
. [

p. 260-(3)
|
;
i
|
NME LI fl‘iterally, “pretty faced flower,” another name for kakitsubata or any
ower
RLHA Follows nouns or RT; a fixed phrase indicating speculation about

 hearsay (725 5 73 72D 7> L5); used from Kamakura period-enward

N | exclamation |
:
|

TR%Z] mondé ' spoken exchange

DH5DH ! phrase used to get someone’s attention
J' BA honorific suffix
g
| %:- Liz why; what for
K7 | to rest
Ko0 (4) O |
- ¢§%\ (4) polite verbal; @ asa verb-to grant, bestow; to go |
,| @ asaverbal suffix (3 - - 12423, TV L%3%)
% ‘é“ X (noun) | fascinating; attractiveness
I

I




*

BE DT Mz

(Verbs in RY) ¥ Kakitsubata * #% Kakekotoba
% ey } to be (some place); to sit
: r--é =S ~-well then : -
NS }whatplace
";*3 L (4) | (humble verbal) to say, ask; to call

T

(3) p. 260 (6-9)

[ | &2 | true
| |
i%& EU\ (4) | to bear a name; be famous
| OELIF literally, “one dip” deeper, as in dyeing by hand
- ISR -3 | deep reddish purple (see list of key words in introduction)
72T (adverb) ordinary
WD to be related, have an affinity with (see list of keywords in intro)
& citational &plus %
REL~NTFTI) to compare
?U (2) -polite verbal suffix
3
\LHe look up in Classical Japanese
¥ ok-3 | especially, (these) in particular
:)l::f‘ =i L see /L on list of key words in introduction
| — )
| ;ﬁ% 207 traveler
- | E:j?ﬁ old poem
| |
' ?ﬂ‘(& (4) f!tocompose
]‘ %(Lj\ poet
; Z Dl literally, “leaves of words”; poetry
|
L

5
v (4)

] humble verbal, to hear, receive




Y- Bl §d

Ty g1 4

(Verbs in RY) #F Kakitsubata * #% Kakekotoba
Tz L look up in Classical Japanese
—ﬁ} %%% Ise Mondgatari .
X1z é 1< according to X; it is said in X (usually comes before quote)
7C% place name (Eight Bridges)
ﬂéﬂfﬁt‘% spider legs
Et (Fo) togpen
%%’ marsh
%’ lé L (ku ad ) splendid, attractive
";é X %Eﬂ’b (—T:-.]__..) bloom in profusion; in a tangle
)'E'E:ji’- characters
":<T_] line of poetry
BE (4) to place
;}% D :‘ E:’ spirit, essence of travel
iy Chinese robe
* % ( —) to wear
* 575 (k ahen) to come
* ETIH’L (7 =) @ to become worn @ to become intimate
* % wife, loved one
* % robe hem
p. 261-(4)
* 5% D (4) to stretch
?é'g’ far distant
FEREE Ariwara no Narihira (9" c. poet)
% T far reaches; end




BEDE: Bz LT

v

(Verbs in RY) B  Kakitsubata * % Kakekotoba

‘ i,i_f D (4) | to go away from the capital |
T (@) p.261 (413)

T<zos | (here) worthwhile; interesting

FH L (shiku adj.)

A>7R

look up in Classical Japanese under >, H>72

ﬁfﬁU - question; inquiry
j D F | only
L |
RIEL 1y : even (more); still (more); see shi mo in Classical Japanese
J’ |

B 5K (kuadj)

] deep into the center; the depths Note: [35< | also hints at Michinoku,

%5

| Where Narihira went after Yatsuhashi
|

 path
ERAL | continuously, MJ §°»o &
% (2) the far reaches; the depths (here the most profound part of his heart)
227 (FZ) [engo] D to devote (thoughts) @ to hang/suspend (a bridge)
| Buvb=n (4) [engo] thoughts which cross/ span  (time / space)
:I R ( = D) marsh
i SR F } spider-legs
'i i
g l color; passion
j 3 ]' this world
- |
= L (4) ] to leave behind
> | the man; the writer
Tl e
= P
X 72D (4) to become
|
! % Y —

] see list of key words in introduction
|




P& paly pg 35 §

(Verbs in RY) B Kakitsubata * #% Kakekotoba

% Y (rahen) | to be, to exist
e -{-name - -

4 traces; remains or ruins; see list of key words in introduction |

[ i

|
e F | look up in Classical Japanese |
‘Ig‘%'_,c. Q=) [engo] to separate from, screen off; to neglect, be estranged from
* i [engo] R |
PESIET I

' RiA (ZPpr) " marsh edge

| s "to be shallow
EBL (kuadj) |

| g D (4) | to make a pledge (of love)

| %’ z emphatic mono + emphatic zo indicates certainty (without doubt, must

i] have)

ET (BH) even, even as...
Bk
=0 (4) Jltotellastory
S | as verb: to get late; to come to an end

(B (shimo2) J’ as noun: evening; lateness; end of the day

ROA3T (adverb) quickly; soon
R (Fo) to become intimate; share feelings

l\ RAY:N = T indeed; actually
UREREE what (thing)

| p. 262-(5) |
#LB | t b 1 ﬂ ;

| B3 (shiku adi.) | 0 be unsightly; poor and ugly 1
bbbk ' feminine I; me |

RAF<1)) hut

l

[THEES one night




MHEDT

. MNP LT
(Verbs in RY) #F Kakitsubata * HE Kakekotoba
E% Sl spend (the night)
Sh
/8L (shiku adj.) to be happy
%‘ D () respectful or humble, visit, come, go
»%‘ D cap
BesBb Chinese robe
A %" honorific to look
Zé:é% strange
?Ef L (shiku adj.) humble, lowly, lower class
Ly Ly dwelling place of a lower class person
D EABT Jfushido literally means “sleeping place”
AL (kuadj.) radiant, glowing
% robe
ﬁ“%‘ 0)”%” court cap
5‘%:*’ D (4) humble; to hear
ZIXEY = MIZHiZ 57V, often appears with V\N2MZ, WA/ B
indicates strong surprise or wonder

Wi 3 what, what kind
gi D& & x The daughter of Fujiwara Nagayoshi, became consort of Seiwa Emperor
% D ’E‘q” D EE%% D %“ The autumn harvest festival dance
}’l’g‘%‘ memento; see list of key words

V4
E,‘, %J\% £ (4) keep close by (one’s person), cherish
F9E for the time being
1:‘5" x (4) to leave aside

H
= T e well, well
BA 5, self, person




HEDET PR

(Verbs in RY) H:# Kakitsubata * % Kakekotoba
- (5)p. 262 (10-14) ;
‘ri Sl : J"tl'ue,"tl'lIﬂI |
\J( % ] spirit, ghost
1%: 3 % x (4) | plant and leave (leave planted)
%{' house
ST [
| =140 | a reason
‘ kA heaven
|f ”‘f;'ﬁ 0)§3° the Bodhisattva of Song and Dance
=
f {'E% incarnation
S -
KLEX (4) | compose and leave behind
f?ﬁ waka poetry
B all
el A Dharma Body’s explanations of Buddhist teaching
BRI
#EIBA marvelous writings, i.e. Buddhist sutras
s e
r2el grasses and plants
29 dew
BB
%’ Z blessings
| {‘z:% Buddhist fruit (enlightenment)
T‘ ‘ %‘j’ link (same kanji as ©p#> 9 ); see list of key words
%“ 5T (4) | perform a ritual; to chant, intone
7 i
p. 263-(6) |
;_{”_I’E: the last, degenerate age (see footnote 17) f
| - |
aEl : '
; oy miracle :




PEDE

bl el 4 - 4

(Verbs in RY) ¥ Kakitsubata * % Kakekotoba
% L (shiku B exactly, precisely (here actually)
;Ef 2 T Tion-sentient
o
2L (4) exchange
&5 Dharma (Buddhist law)

%;“- voice, sound
i\% Buddbhist ritual
2L (4) to do, perform
e the man of old
B
?ét form, figure
ThRITH none other than
IEFXo Bodhisattva
éi: ) temporary
LdlCx> ordinary mortal, common person

2‘;’;‘@ %}fg “Original Ground of Tranquil Light”
R T capital
t"ﬂ <(F2) to depart, leave
hEh : -

E N Gl dj) widespread, universal

é"& salvation
2 ll] E blessings
% - = to perform a ritual dance

T (—F—") invol@&swingg’ g and flipping the sleeves of one’s robe
(6) p. 263 (8-13)

—& 1] intro to dance segment

Eﬁﬂ (F2) to separate, part (from someone)

10




D& B b2

(Verbs in RY) £  Kakitsubata * % Kakekotoba
* bHt Dafter, afterwards ~ @traces, remains
* 56 R ® ura lining

@ mi tosee

* 9 bAH bitterness, regret
%'E (Z7) sleeves
BL (4) S e T
e look up in Classical Japanese

£ 2= dance segment

8N intro to narration of story (sashi)
£bHZH phrase used to introduce something
m”;;” monogatari, tales
Whip 3 what kind
RIZZTEITEH-T for what reason
* %"’;SLE i\;l;.ufilinobu; L @ .5can mean Dmoss fern  @here the kanji = faithful
% LOW (4) cherish the memory of, recollect
* LOW (D) to be secret
XD (4) to visit a lover
HH Uik grassy path
IXC® beginning
%’g ) ending

93] story narration
'-’ﬁ%” first cap of manhood

'ff’a place name
a}%\? capital

11




P& DiFk

(Verbs in RY) Kakitsubata * 8 Kakekotoba
%"E place name ( “Spring Day” )

B village

LY (4) to own

Bl areason (& L LT= for that reason; because)

%?” hunting

p. 264-(7)
)ﬁ‘ (Z (nahen) 080

IRAZESITADD

Ninmy6 Tenn6

CHXE
VW& (adverb) very

HALZL (kuadj.)

wise, benevolent

Hxr< order, command

50 (F) to receive
s %’ﬁj poetic name for the Imperial Palace

ERLYi N A spring mists

* b (4) @to set out (for some place)  @to rise
%*é the verdant month, the third month
oo towards the beginning (-2 = particle )
g ) festival

TriL

imperial envoy

to permit, allow

%5
FFL (4)
%

here, the emperor

%’ 2 blessing; favor
o . , profi
EL (kua dj.) deep, profound

12
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(Verbs in RY) k¥ Kakitsubata * #% Kakekotoba
w2 because (= MJwz)
[TZEss T the court, patace —
s ceremony to attain manhood by putting on the adult male court cap
Jn_Hls’z CANRIY))
%’B‘% this time
*é%j example, model
X rare
[ 7] chorus takes over as shite dances, evoking the story through movement
* D& Done time @hito = person, tabi = journey
a2z (FI) prosper
BEA~N(TI) decline
ZEbh principle, moral
R truth, reality
% self, person
,‘25% direction, fate
é Z %‘:Ta place to live
;é » (F2) to search for
’%ﬁ Eastern Provinces
* :%-’ clouds
* < b @ cloud’s movement, drifting @ spider web
@;% place name
%?E place name
?é"% ocean surface
¥p waves
e EL (shiku adj.) more and more

13
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(Verbs in RY) Kakitsubata * HE Kakekotoba
:‘é%“ (E=) to pass by

Pl

AL (shiku adj.)

longing, desire, love

5 BRE L (shiku adj.)

to envy

* A~Y (4) @ totum @ toretumn

R (F) to gaze at

{%{ é place name

;’% F*,i mountain name

% peak

< e ) to rise, billow

'%” smoke

e j%:"é. evening scene, view

Bbob near and far

LB (F) here, to wonder at, talk about (usually, to criticize)
E’ FEB (4) recite, chant to oneself

RE still (further), ever (further)

’%}%‘* travel robe 4
g’% place name

% x (4) to arrive

ﬁ‘% marsh edge

* ';E.IRU‘ (4) @ to smell fragrant @ lustrous, lovely
hEX purple

WD to relate, link

"if wife

%U (4) to think, feel

14
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(Verbs in RY) Kakitsubata * H& Kakekotoba
EB <(F2) to depart, leave
HRZ N man from the capital
LBz However, yet

E:g events, episodes

B8

ZL (kuadj.) i

BB look up in Classical Japanese
EU the bottom

g D (4) to pledge love

p. 265-(8)

IR By N numberless

% name

£~ (F2) e

= -

ﬁ""b ( 4 ) to wait

4;‘,3% 7. love sick

"‘%”%ﬂ jeweled curtain

(7) p. 265 (2-14), 266
(1-end)

"j”.’ﬁ” light

%ﬁﬂ’b (F =), to be tangled, mixed up

z

R (4) to fly

'iaéz’ fireflies

éj_é’» clouds

?b_.j‘i (Z (nahen) to go

%i%f autumn breezes

156
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ey g g 4

(Verbs in RY) ¥ Kakitsubata * #% Kakekotoba

& to blow
k< (4)
* D @ (noun) geese @ (adj. verb) temporary
»b _ to appear
Bizh (F2) ”

23] ordinary people

IR salvation

HE

bh myself, I

2 to kn
0 (4) i

AL no, not
&
'ﬁt_:l: 0)3{ people of this world

E%B % darkness
Ve, to go
T (4) B

EYET: o

AH
(¢ 11/] li

¥ ght

’%_“‘ ¢ widespread, universal

% OX @ to arrive ® the moon

FE3 spring

*“:,é‘:" of old, past

ST originally enlightened Absolute Reality; see key words in
ZKEE o 5 introduction
X o E, % 53 (T to be an incarnation/embodiment of X
WAL S ym and yang

2 Shinto dei
2ol ty
b to call

SO (4)

=7 precisely, exactly

2305

in this way

16
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WiFZ &iF

(Verbs in RY) ¥ Kakitsubata * #3 Kakekotoba
%ﬁ‘(} (4) to doubt
%"6‘ F=y ~to perfornt adance
= segment of Chinese-style Japanese poetry
;_’Ef_\";_ in front of the flowers
B ?” butterfly
%U\ (4) to dance
%";‘;’ flakes, pieces
‘?g?, snow
”ﬁu“j‘:’ willow
9 <V warbler
"Fl_"‘;?"' bits, pieces
jé’ gold
H=30p% slow-paced dance
o %) waka poem
M3 (Fo) s
% x (4) to leave (behind)
X220 only, alone
(o h 2 transition after waka poem
2 () e
REE bR flowering orange tree
AR concluding chorus
%iU‘ fragrance, luster
320 (4) to fade
%‘% another kind of iris

17
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(Verbs in RY) Kakitsubata * B Kakekotoba
‘& P2 hair ornament
W which
P.266-(9)
f'kl (1) to resemble, look like
x = dark, deep
* 22 deep in the trees, high in the tree tops
B (4) Pichiip
i cicada
* N5 empty
* %@ insect shell
* ”)’%%" Chinese robe
154 sleeves
Eﬁ: sparkling white
5 DL deuzia blooms
Lol b shimmers
B% i+ (Fo) to become light
%’% Eastern clouds
* HX morning
HELLEE pale purple
,E; Y : enlightenment
OB (FD) to open, unfold
ERCSy indeed
E?Fli] plants, trees and the land
\V %% all, entirely

——

18




& OiE7

(Verbs in RY) Kakitsubata % & Kakekotoba
'%E?‘Z” become Buddha

ﬁ’& Buddhist Dharma (teaching)

1%: (F=) to acquire, get

95& & (Fo) to vanish, disappear

19
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